Course Notes
08 - The Protective Position



The Protective Position

What do we mean by the Protective Position?
It is the position where the bidding ends if we pass, and opponents win the auction.

Sometimes we suspect opponents are weak and that partner has points, making it safer
to act.



Balanced Hand

Board: 2 Dealer: South

N A KJ97
W E v K9
¢ QJ98
S % QJ7
w N E S
le
pass pass ?

Partner may have a balanced hand with no biddable suit. She may be too weak for a INT
overcall (16-18 points), or have no diamond stop (very likely looking at our hand).

What should we call?

INT.

When we are in the protective position and suspect opponents are weak, we add three
points to our count. Then we proceed as though in the direct defensive position
(partner's position), but with those three extra points.

When all your side's calls have so far been to pass, and you act in the protective position,
partner must always deduct three point from their hand when considering how to
continue. For this reason, the process is often referred to as 'borrowing a king'.
Because partner will always be deducting three points, we must always add three when
we choose to act - it isn't optional. Otherwise, partner would have difficulty knowing
how to react.

Note that three points is roughly equivalent to one trick. (40 points / 13 tricks.)

Here, we can bid 1NT, because we have a balanced hand with a virtual 16 points and
decent cards in opener's suit.



Tolerance For Unbid Suits

Board: 3 Dealer: South

N A K1097
W E v5
¢ Q984
S % KQ109
w N E S
1lv
pass pass ?

Partner may have a balanced hand with no biddable suit. She may be too weak for a INT
overcall. She may have strong hearts (possible looking at our hand) and no biddable 5-
card suit.

What should we call?
Double.

Here, we borrow a king, and then have a virtual 13 points and all three unbid suits. The
perfect hand for a double.

Obviously, we are asking partner to bid over our double, but if she has strong hearts and
knows that we have the balance of points, she may pass, converting the takeout double
into a penalty double.



Biddable Suit

Board: 4 Dealer: South

N A Q1076
W E v KQ876
¢ 876
S & 8
w N E S
le
pass pass ?

What should we call?
le.

We should not take the principle of borrowing a king too far. It is not a good idea to bid
with very weak hands. But here our true 7 points are all in our long suits, and we would
surely have bid with this hand with three extra points in 2nd position. So, 1¥ is
reasonable.



When Not To Act

Board: 5 Dealer: South

N A KJ32
W E v 94
¢ 987
S & AKJ4
w N E S
1a
pass pass ?

What should we call?

Pass.

The danger is giving opponents a chance to find a better suit. Here, hearts may well be
better for them. So, don't protect with length in opponents' major, minimal points, and

a shortage in the other major.

Also, partner is short in spades, yet took no action. So, opener may be strong.



Pass Round To Opener

Board: 6 Dealer: East

N A AK987
W E v KQ54
¢ 4
S & K98
w N E S
1a 2¢
pass pass ?

What should we call?

Double.

This is an important case that many club players get wrong. The temptation is to bid 2 v,
but double is a far superior bid. Firstly, the double implies 4 hearts.

Second, and even more important, partner may well have good diamonds and want to
extract a penalty. They cannot double themselves because that would be for takeout

(and show a heart suit). They are desperate for us to double so they can pass!

This is another case where a double ostensibly for takeout, may well get converted to
penalties by a pass from partner.

Note also, that since a double implies 4 hearts, bidding hearts would show a 5+ suit.



Pass Round To Opener - What Might Partner Have?

Board: 7 Dealer: East Vuln: None

A )10 N
vJ3 W E
¢ AQJ973
% QJ5 S
W N E S
1a 2¢
?

This is the kind of hand that partner could easily have. South may have something like:
AG2

YVA76

¢ K10865

& A107

South's diamonds are not good enough to overcall with, but he is dazzled by his two
aces.

People often overcall with hands like this, even though they are taught not to. It would
be a pity not to punish them when circumstances allow.



Opponents Have an Immediate Fit, But Sound Weak
Board: 8 Dealer: North

N A A764
v 76
¢ QJ65
S & QJ10

lv pass 2v
pass pass ?

What should we call?

Double.

Opponents sound weak. There is no chance of partner misunderstanding our bid - we
already had a chance to double over 1%, so we cannot have an opening hand.



Opponents Find a Fit, But Sound Weak

Board: 9 Dealer: South

A K109654
W E v 87

¢ J109

& 87
w N E S

1%

pass lev pass 2v
pass pass ?

What should we call?

24,

Again, opponents sound weak. There is no chance of partner misunderstanding our bid -
we already had a chance to bid over 1¥. We must have 6 spades but less than six points

(or conceivably a good 5-card suit but less than eight points).




